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Starting with reversible prequilted 
fabric makes these bags easy to 
whip up and gives them a more 
defined shape.

INSPIRED BY GATHER & GO FROM DESIGNER CAROLINE HULSE OF SEW CAROLINE (SEWCAROLINE.COM)
QUILT TESTER: JODY SANDERS
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Materials for One 
Drawstring Bag
For large bag:
•	 1⁄4 yard double-faced reversible 

pre-quilted fabric
•	 22"-long piece of 3⁄16"-wide picot 

edge satin ribbon
For medium bag: 
•	 1⁄4 yard double-faced reversible 

pre-quilted fabric
•	 15"-long piece of 1⁄4"-wide 

grosgrain ribbon
For both bags:
•	 Large safety pin

Finished bags: large, 6×61⁄2"; 
medium, 4×41⁄2"

Yardages and cutting instructions 
are based on 42" of usable fabric 
width. 
Measurements include 1⁄4" seam 
allowances. Sew with right sides 
together unless otherwise stated.

Cut Fabrics
Bag patterns are on pages 4 and 5. 
Use Pattern A for a large bag, and 
Pattern B for a medium bag.
	 To make and use a paper 
template, trace desired pattern 
onto paper and cut out on drawn 
line. Pin template to fabric and cut 
around template edges. 

For large bag, from prequilted 
fabric, cut: 
•	 1—7×211⁄2" strip
•	 1 of Pattern A
For medium bag, from prequilted 
fabric, cut: 
•	 1—5×151⁄2" strip
•	 1 of Pattern B

Assemble Bag
The following instructions will 
make one drawstring bag. 

1. 	 Gather fabric strip, fabric circle, 
and ribbon for one bag. 

2.	 Fold strip in half widthwise, 
match short raw edges, and pin. 

3. 	 Referring to Diagram 1, measure 
1" from top edge and 1⁄2" from 
side edge; use a pencil to make a 
small dot at that point. Starting 
at dot, use a 1⁄2" seam allowance 
to sew together short edges to 
make a tube. 

4.	 Press open seam allowance. 
Topstitch 1⁄4" from each 
raw seam allowance edge 
(Diagram 2). 

5.	 With right sides together, sew 
together tube bottom edge 
and fabric circle to make a 
bag (Diagram 3). With sharp 
scissors, clip curves, being 
careful not to cut into stitching.

6.	 Zigzag-stitch along bag top 
edge (Diagram 4). Fold bag top 
edge down 1⁄2" with wrong side 
inside; press, then pin. Stitch 1⁄8" 
from raw edge to make a ribbon 
casing (Diagram 5). Turn bag 
right side out.

Finish Bag
1.	 Using safety pin, thread ribbon 

through casing.

2.	 Knot each end of ribbon. Pull 
ribbon ends to gather bag; tie 
ends together to complete bag.
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When printing a 
downloadable pdf, set Page 
Scaling preference to NONE 
to print patterns at 100%.  
Do NOT "Shrink to Fit"  
or "Fit to Printable Area." 

This box should 
measure 1".

IN A CINCH BAGS 
PATTERN A

Quilts and More: Winter 2014
CMR: 
Gather and Go Drawstring Bags
Full Size Pattern
Liz Gordon 8-26-14
100516744



Project: In a Cinch Bags

Pattern may be downloaded for personal use only. No electronic or printed reproduction permitted  
without the prior written consent of Meredith Corporation. ©Meredith Corporation 2015. All rights reserved. 5

American Patchwork & Quilting  |  Quilt Sampler  |  Quilts and More

When printing a 
downloadable pdf, set Page 
Scaling preference to NONE 
to print patterns at 100%.  
Do NOT "Shrink to Fit"  
or "Fit to Printable Area." 

This box should 
measure 1".

IN A CINCH BAGS
PATTERN B


