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Like to make the most of everything? Experiment with our challenge to 
create something special from a specific set of materials, such as this 
adorable stuffed patchwork elephant.

½
 yard  light gray prin

t

=
42 — 5” sq uares

+

Fabrics are from the Blueprint Basics collection by Valori Wells for Robert 
Kaufman (robertkaufmanfabrics.com).

DESIGNER: VALORI WELLS (VALORIWELLS.COM)

Stash a special 

note in the 

zippered pocket.



Project: Treasure Elephant

Pattern may be downloaded for personal use only. No electronic or printed reproduction permitted  
without the prior written consent of Meredith Corporation. ©Meredith Corporation 2014. All rights reserved. 2

American Patchwork & Quilting  |  Quilt Sampler  |  Quilts and More

Materials
• 42—5" squares assorted 

prints and solids in red, blue, 
green, yellow, purple, dark gray, 
orange, and light pink

• 1⁄2 yard light gray print
• 1 1⁄2 yards all-purpose woven 

fusible interfacing (designer 
Valori Wells used Shape-Flex 
interfacing from Pellon)

• 7"-long zipper: aqua 
• Embroidery floss: aqua
• Yarn: aqua
• Polyester fiberfill
• 2—3⁄4"-diameter buttons: yellow

Finished stuffed elephant: 
about 14×10×6"

Yardages and cutting instructions 
are based on 42" of usable fabric 
width. 
Measurements include 1⁄4" seam 
allowances. Sew with right sides 
together unless otherwise stated.

Cut Fabrics
Cut fabrics in the following order.
 Patterns A–D are on pages 6–11. 
Cut out all patterns and tape partial 
patterns together to make full A and 
B patterns.

From assorted prints and solids, 
cut:
• 144—2 1⁄2" squares
From light gray print, cut:
• 1—81⁄2×17" rectangle
• 2—5 1⁄2 squares 
• 16—2 1⁄2" squares
From fusible interfacing, cut:
• 2—20 1⁄2×16 1⁄2" rectangles 
• 1—81⁄2×17" rectangle

Assemble Patchwork 
and Lining Rectangles
1. Referring to Diagram 1, sew 

together 80 assorted print and 
solid, and light gray print 2 1⁄2" 
squares in eight horizontal 

rows to make a patchwork 
rectangle. The rectangle should 
be 201⁄2×161⁄2" including seam 
allowances. Repeat to make a 
second patchwork rectangle.

2. Following manufacturer’s 
instructions, fuse an interfacing 
201⁄2×161⁄2" rectangle to the 
wrong side of each patchwork 
rectangle to make two fused 
patchwork rectangles. Fuse 
interfacing 81⁄2×17" rectangle 
to wrong side of light gray print 
81⁄2×17" rectangle to make a 
lining rectangle.

Cut Out Body Pieces
1. Referring to Diagram 2, 

arrange patterns A, B, and C 
face down on wrong side of a 
fused patchwork rectangle. 
Using a fabric marker or pencil, 
trace around each template 
once; mark placements on the 
patchwork body for the pocket, 
ear, eye, and inside leg. Cut out 
pieces on drawn lines to make a 
patchwork A body, B inside leg, 
and C ear.

2. Repeat Step 1, arranging 
patterns A, B, and C faceup on 
wrong side of remaining fused 
patchwork rectangle to make 
mirror-image patchwork pieces 
(A reversed body, B reversed 
inside leg, and C reversed ear). 

3. From fused light gray print lining 
rectangle, cut out one C ear, 
one C reversed ear, and four D 
circles.

Assemble Elephant 
Body 
When sewing, press all seams 
open.

1. Place patchwork C ear and 
light gray print C reversed ear 
with right sides together; stitch 
around ear from dot to dot, 
leaving a 2" opening for turning. 
Clip seam allowances and turn 
right side out. Press, making 
sure raw edges are tucked in. 
Topstitch 1⁄8" from edge to make 
ear. 

2.  Referring to Diagram 3, pin ear 
to patchwork A body where 
marked. Machine-stitch ear 
between marks. 

3. Using three strands of 
embroidery floss, backstitch an 
eye on patchwork A body. 
 To backstitch, pull needle 
up at A (Backstitch Diagram). 
Insert it back into fabric at B 
and bring it up at C. Push needle 
down at D. Continue in the same 
manner.

4.  Referring to Diagram 4, lay 
patchwork A body faceup on a 
flat surface. Place patchwork 
B reversed inside leg atop A 
body with right sides together. 
Line up dots and bottom of legs; 
pin. Using a short stitch length, 
machine-stitch along back leg, 
inside legs, and front leg to make 
a half elephant. 

5.  Using the patchwork A reversed 
body, patchwork B inside leg, 
patchwork C reversed ear, and 
light gray print C ear, repeat 
steps 1–4 to make a second half 
elephant.

6.  With right sides together, pin a 
light gray print D circle to the 
bottom of a leg (Diagram 5). Join 
pieces to make a foot. Repeat to 
make four feet total.
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7.  Cut aqua yarn into 12—20"-
long pieces. With ends aligning, 
hold yarn pieces securely in 
one hand and twist pieces until 
they twist back on themselves. 
When they start to twist back 
on themselves, fold the yarn 
lengths in half, bringing raw ends 
together and let the folded end 
go. The yarn will wrap around 
itself to make a twisted cord. 
Tie ends in an overhand knot 
to secure the twisted cord and 
make the tail (see photo, page 1). 

8.  Referring to Diagram 6, fold an 
inside leg piece to the wrong 
side of an elephant half; pin. 
Repeat with the second elephant 
half. Place elephant halves with 
right sides together, matching 
long straight sides of elephant’s 
belly; pin. Join elephany halves, 
making sure not to catch folded 
portion in seam.

9.  Referring to Diagram 7, sew 
around elephant body leaving 
area for pocket open. 

       
 Clip seam allowances around 

curves and at any inside points. 
Carefully turn right side out to 
make elephant body.

Finish Elephant
1.  Starting with trunk and using 

small bits of fiberfill at a time, 
stuff elephant, making sure 
there is space in the center back 
for a pocket. 

2.  Fold over one edge of a light 
gray print 51⁄2" square 1⁄4"; press. 
Aligning folded edge along back 
of zipper teeth, stitch folded 
edge to zipper tape (Diagram 8). 
Repeat with remaining light gray 
print 51⁄2" square and opposite 
edge of zipper tape.

3.  Unzip zipper. With right sides 
together, join side and bottom 
edges of light gray print 51⁄2" 
squares to make pocket 
(Diagram 9).

4.  Tuck pocket into opening in 
center back. Fold under raw 
edges of center back. Hand-
stitch folded edges to right sides 
of zipper tape. 

5.  Referring to photo, page 1, 
hand-sew a button to each end 
of zipper and hand-sew tail 
in place to complete stuffed 
elephant. 

10.
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DIAGRAM 8
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DIAGRAM 9
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To make an entire pattern,  
cut out partial patterns on outside 
lines and tape together, matching 
dots and letters.

When printing a 
downloadable pdf, set Page 
Scaling preference to NONE 
to print patterns at 100%.  
Do NOT "Shrink to Fit"  
or "Fit to Printable Area." 

This box should 
measure 1".
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When printing a 
downloadable pdf, set Page 
Scaling preference to NONE 
to print patterns at 100%.  
Do NOT "Shrink to Fit"  
or "Fit to Printable Area." 

This box should

 

measure 1".
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To make an entire pattern,  
cut out partial patterns on outside 
lines and tape together, matching 
dots and letters.

When printing a 
downloadable pdf, set Page 
Scaling preference to NONE 
to print patterns at 100%.  
Do NOT "Shrink to Fit"  
or "Fit to Printable Area." 

This box should 
measure 1".
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To make an entire pattern,  
cut out partial patterns on outside 
lines and tape together, matching 
dots and letters.

When printing a 
downloadable pdf, set Page 
Scaling preference to NONE 
to print patterns at 100%.  
Do NOT "Shrink to Fit"  
or "Fit to Printable Area." 

This box should 
measure 1".
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To make an entire pattern,  
cut out partial patterns on outside 
lines and tape together, matching 
dots and letters.

When printing a 
downloadable pdf, set Page 
Scaling preference to NONE 
to print patterns at 100%.  
Do NOT "Shrink to Fit"  
or "Fit to Printable Area." 

This box should 
measure 1".
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To make an entire pattern,  
cut out partial patterns on outside 
lines and tape together, matching 
dots and letters.

When printing a 
downloadable pdf, set Page 
Scaling preference to NONE 
to print patterns at 100%.  
Do NOT "Shrink to Fit"  
or "Fit to Printable Area." 

This box should 
measure 1".
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To make an entire pattern,  
cut out partial patterns on outside 
lines and tape together, matching 
dots and letters.

When printing a 
downloadable pdf, set Page 
Scaling preference to NONE 
to print patterns at 100%.  
Do NOT "Shrink to Fit"  
or "Fit to Printable Area." 

This box should 
measure 1".


