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Indoor Furniture

Adobe Acrobat Reader
Troubleshooting Guide
If you can read this page, your Acrobat Reader program is working correctly!
But you may still have problems or specific issues, such as printing and
saving your downloadable file.

Outdoor Furniture

My printer won’t print the text correctly

Almost all printing problems are due to not enough free system resources
memory. The files are very memory intensive because they include graphics,
text, and photos. Close all other programs/applications and print directly out
of the Acrobat Reader program, not your Web browser.

Patterns are not printing full-size

Make sure your printer is set to print at 100 percent, “print to fit” is not
checked and “page scaling” is set to “none”. These settings are selected in
the printer setup or printer options.

Mission Furniture

I can’t find my file now that it’s downloaded

Rather than viewing the plan in your browser, you must save it to your hard
drive. Download the file again, except this time try right-clicking on the red
download button. A menu window will open. Select “Save target as” or
“Save link as” to save the file to your hard drive. Once saved, you can open it
up with Adobe Acrobat Reader.
For more details on using Adobe Acrobat Reader please
visit our online help section at:

woodmagazine.com/adobe
Visit the WOOD Store at:

WOODStore.net

Measure Once, Cut Forever with a

Want to abolish
measuring errors from
your woodworking?
Beat them with a stick:
a story stick.
Top row represents
the face frame, doors,
and drawers.
Arrows mark the
reference point.

Bottom row represents
the carcase.

I

n woodworking, the tape measure is
an unreliable intermediate step, at
best. Burn an inch and forget to subtract it during markup, get interrupted
after you measure, or mark with a different tape than you measured, and the
errors pile up.
However, by directly transferring the
layout to a story stick—a tool nearly as
old as woodworking—you eliminate
much of the opportunity for error.
A story stick, made from nothing more
than a strip of wood, contains all of a
project’s critical measurements marked
in full-scale proportion. Taken together,
these marks present a precise visual representation—or story—of a project. Here
are three great ways to put story sticks to
work in your shop.

Mark hardware centers.

Add part letters where
appropriate.

three rows, as shown above, depending
on the complexity of your project. Each
row represents a different layer of the
project—the case, the face frame, doors,
drawers, etc.

1

Starting from one end of the story
stick measure and mark the critical
dimensions of the project, clearly labeling each measurement. Mark the width
layout lines on one side of the story stick
(as shown here) and height on the other.
If necessary, reserve a third row for the
depth dimensions.
To use the story stick, butt the project
part blank against the story stick and
transfer the dimensions with a combination square to mark the locations of
rips and crosscuts, as shown, left. Then,
set your tablesaw fence or mitersaw stops
to cut on the line rather than relying on
tape measures.

2 Reproductions

1 Furniture

Whether you work from published plans
or your own, a story stick provides a
visual double-check of the design. Make
one from a slender scrap of wood 2–3"
wide and slightly longer than the longest dimension of your project.
With a pencil and straightedge, divide
the stick along its length into two or

Label parts in detail.

Transfer measurements directly to the part
blank, aligning it to display the most pleasing
grain pattern or for efficient material use.

Along with detailed photos, a story stick
makes a perfect tool to accurately reproduce a piece of antique furniture—
especially when excess handling is a
concern. Simply hold the stick alongside
the piece and transfer all dimensions
directly onto the stick. Back in the shop,
you won’t have to fudge the design
details to fit estimated measurements;
you’ll have them completely contained
in one convenient place.
woodstore.net

Story Stick
3

Built-ins

Story sticks excel in the production of
built-ins, such as a niche bookcase, a
window seat, or even a complete set of
kitchen cabinets. For a built-in application, you’ll need two story sticks with a
combined length several inches longer
than the built-in space or room wall.
Place double-faced tape on one stick
where the two will overlap. Then stack
the sticks and place them on a level line
on the wall. Slide them outward to fit
the space and tape them together. Mark
index lines across both sticks so that
they can be precisely lined up later, as
shown, right, and tack the stick’s end to
the wall with small nails.
Mark any necessary cutouts, such as
outlet and pipe locations, to eliminate
measurement miscues back in the shop.
Finally, add cabinet measurements in
relation to the space’s dimensions and
architectural details, ensuring a pleasing
layout and a proper fit (such as centering
a sink beneath a window).

Xs represent
unused length.

Happily ever after

Transfer distant measurements to the story
stick with a level. Then transfer the marks to
the face of the story stick with a square.

After completing your project, store
your story stick, plans, setup gauge (see
Shop Tip, below), and any specialized jigs
together in one location. When you’re
ready to duplicate that masterpiece, the
story stick will be there to help you do it
quickly and precisely.
Written by: Lucas Peters

SHOP TIP

A setup gauge:
The rest of the story
The setup gauge, a close cousin to the
story stick, makes it easy to quickly return
your tablesaw fence to the proper position
for rip cuts. Setup gauges can be as simple
as offcuts that have been saved from an
oversized project blank. Or make a single
long setup stick for each project.
After each final cut, lower the blade to
just above the tabletop and cut a slot in
the setup stick. Label the slot with the part
name. The next time you need to make a
part of identical width, place the blade in
the slot and butt the fence against the end
of the stick.
woodmagazine.com

2

Visit the WOOD family
of helpful Web sites!
®

WOODStore.net
Browse more than 1,300 woodworking project plans, DVDs, back-issue collections, videos, tool reviews, books, & more.

Shop Tips

Weekend Projects

Skill-Building
Techniques

Includes an easy-to-use article index!

ISSUE 209 DEC/JAN

2011/2012

Better Homes
and Gardens®

Better Homes
and Gardens®

Tips

53

IN

D
TESTEISSUE
TOOLSTHIS

OCTOBER 2006

OCTOBER 2006

-SIZE E
INSID
FULL
RNS
FREE
PATTE

ISSUE 172

Better Homes
and Gardens®

®

$6.99 U.S. / $7.95

Display until October
10, 2006

®

it. p. 50

EXCLUSIV

E!

p.32

tall chest,
and other

Great
Projects!

fine
More
furniture,
Great
the EASY way.
Projects

PLUS

11

Build Your Skills

• Clamping Secrets
• No-slip Miters
• Template Routing
• Faux Finishes

20 Tools Tested

• 12" Mitersaws
• Parallel Jaw Clamps
• SteelMake
Rules
this

CUTTING BOARD

A GREAT
WEEKEND
PROJECT!

®

see it to believe

Time- and
Money-Saving
Inside! Tips
Stores flat in
it’s own case!

p.46

p.70

END-GRAIN

47 into Furniture!

You need to

p.76

• Space-saving Tool
Storage
• 10 Air Cleaners
Tested

®

m.p.h. & made of

Cradle

p.52

p.32

e!
Insid

4 -STE P PL
AN !

31

K I N G : A PROVE

N
Better Homes
and Gardens®

Shop

2007

WOHeirloom
OD
200
abinets
DTurn Stock Cwood!

Easy-to-make

Wine Cabinet

Add to Your Skills

Craft it this weekend.
• Cut Perfectly Straight
EdgesCherish it for generations.
• Tune Up your Bandsaw
• Kerf-Bend Plywood

Improve Your Shop

p.82

• Space-saving
Outfeed Table

CAN.

Easy-to-Build
• Tablesaw
Jewelry
21 Workshop Clutter Busters
Projects Inside
Box
Alignment Jig
TRIO OF TABLES

Issues 1–209

Display until August

28, 2007

p.32

CAN.

Display until January

$6.99 U.S.

Issues 1–209

p.38

CHINESE CHECKERS
Carousel Music
Box p.45
Backgammon
Board p.50
Rockin’ Truck
p.63
p.90

$6.99 U.S. / $7.95

NOTICE: Reproduction or distribution of the content of this product is strictly
prohibited. Purchase of this product does not transfer any title or rights of ownership in the content to the purchaser. The content of this product is protected
by copyright and may not be used for any other purpose without the written
permission of the copyright owner. © Copyright Meredith Corporation 2012.
All rights reserved. Produced in the USA.

WOOD

ISSUE 186 OCTOBER
2008

TE ACH K I DS
WOO DWO R

ISSUE 178 SEPTEMBER

WOOD 172

For more product information or updated versions of this DVD-ROM,
go to woodmagazine.com/DVDLibrary

27

Years of
Issues!

p.72

• Catchall
• Tower Shelvesp.44
• Bistro Stool

Box
MITERSAW STAND

17, 2012

We Test & Rank
the Newest
18-Volt Lithium-Ion
Drills

Display until
October 7, 2008

Tool Reviews
and Features

September 1984 – Dec/Jan 2011/2012

645
1,700
875

Furniture Projects

Shop Projects

WOOD Magazine

On this info-filled disc you’ll find more than...

325
270
940

$6.99 U.S.

p.58

September 1984 – Dec/Jan 2011/2012

In a Searchable Digital Format

WOOD® Complete Back Issues

Plans

“Complete Guide” DVD-ROM’s

Videos

Back-Issue Collections

WOODmagazine.com/videos
DVDs or downloads

FREE magazine support 24/7
The biggest names in woodworking
help you build your skills with
affordable videos (up to 2 hours long).
Save money by doing the download.

By woodworkers, for woodworkers
Watch free videos of other
woodworkers showing their stuff,
from shop tips, to favorite jigs, to...
well, just about anything!

WOODmagazine.com

WOOD magazine editors provide
videos that enhance the content in
the magazine. New videos added
regularly.

Watch a demo before you buy
Don’t spend a penny on a tool until
you learn how it works. Tool School is
like having a free woodworking show
on your desktop!

toolreviews.woodmagazine.com

A wealth of information just a click away.

Everybody’s a tool critic. Now it’s your turn!

WOODmagazine.com speaks to woodworkers of all skill levels with
free woodworking
plans, helpful
forums, hundreds
of articles, and
more services to
help you become a
better woodworker.

Readers rely on WOOD magazine for unbiased reviews of
woodworking tools
and accessories.
You’ll find them here,
all in one place. While
you’re there, add
reviews about the
tools in your shop.
Just click to compare
specs, prices,
and more.

